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XXXVIII. ExtraSi of a Letter from 
Mr. B. Gooch, Surgeon , of Shottifham, 
near Norwich, to Mr. Jofeph Warner, 
F. R. S. and Surgeon to Guy’s Hofpital. 
Communicated to the Royal Society by 
Mr. Warner, November 16, 1769. 


Shottiflham, September 9, 1769, 

D E A R S I R, 

Read Nov. 16, A. CCORDING to your defire, 
17 9 ' JljL an£ i m y promife, I have fent you 
the wonderful cuticular glove, which I (hewed you, 
when I had the pleafure of your company here. The 
hiftory of the cafe, which, I believe, has no precedent, 
is taken from the gentleman’s own relation of it to 
me in writing, without varying his fenfe; and con¬ 
firmed by Mr. Swallow, a furgeon of character at 
Watton, whofe fon, I know, was under your tuition. 
Mr. Swallow attended the patient many times in the 
fevers which produced thefe ftrange phenomena, 
with whom I took an opportunity of having a parti¬ 
cular convention relative to this matter, that I might 
be able to fpeak with the more authenticity. Mr. 
Swallow has now one of thefe gloves in his pofleflion, 
the gentleman himfelf has another, and feveral he has 
given to the curious: yet fome have been fo fceptical 
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as to doubt the matter of fad upon fuch evidence 
and authority. I with you would get an accurate 
drawing of the glovej and I fhall be glad to know, 
at your leifure, the fentknents of the learned, not for- 
geting your own, upon this extraordinary cafe, 

lam, DEAR SIR, 

Your fineere friend, 
as well as obliged, 

humble fervanf, 

B. Gooeh* 


Hiflory of the C a s e relating to the C u t i c u l a r 

Glove. 

M r. WILLIAM WRIGHT, of Saham Tony 
in the county of Norfolk, attorney at law, about 
fifty years of age, rather of a weak and lax conflitu- 
tion from his youth, was firft feized about ten years 
ago with the following Angular kind of fevers The 
phyfical gentlemen he at different times confulted 
were at alofs to know what name or character to di- 
ftinguifh it by. It has returned many times fince j 
fometimes twice in a year, attended with the fame 
lymptoms and eircumftances; but not to fo great a 
degree fince the year 1764 as before j and it has been 
generally obferved to come on upon obflrudted per- 
fpiration, in confequence of catching cold, to which 
he is very fubjed. 


Befides 
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Befides the common febrile fymptoms upon the 
invafion of this difeafe, his fkin itches univerfally, 
more efpecially at the joints; and the itching is fol¬ 
lowed by many little red fpots, with a fmall degree 
of fwelling : foon after his lingers become very ftift, 
hard, and painful at their ends, and at the roots of 
his nails. In 24 hours, or thereabouts, the cuticle 
begins to fepdrate from the cutis, and, in ten or twelve 
days, this feparation is general from head to foot; 
when he has many times turned the cuticle off from 
the wrifts to the fingers ends, completely like gloves •> 
and in the fame manner alfo to the ends of his toes; 
after which his nails Ihoot gradually from their roots, 
at firft attended with exquifite pain, which abates as 
the feparation of the cuticle advances j and the nails 
are generally thrown off by new ones in about fix 
months. 

The cuticle rifes in the palms of his hands, and foies 
of his feet, refembling blifters, but has no fluid under 
it j and when it comes off, it leaves the fubjacent Ikin 
very fenfible for a few days. Sometimes, upon catch¬ 
ing cold, before he has been quite free from feverilh 
lymptoms, he has had a fecond feparation of the cu¬ 
ticle from the cutis, but then it is fo thin as to appear 
only like fcurf, which demonftrates the quick re¬ 
newal of this part. 

** The figure of one of thefe gloves is feen in 
Tab. XIV. 
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